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while our civilisation has developed very largely on military
lines, that of China (which is the dominant factor in the
case) has tended away from militarism. The Chinese
despise fighting as the propensity of brutes, beasts, or
sav^es, and leave it to the riff-raff of the populace. And
even if, under the influence of Japan and the pressure of
European rapacity, they should organise themselves to resist
the violence of others, it does not follow that they iull
embark on a career of aggression. On the contrary, it is
possible that China may yet give the world a lead in the
direction of peace." If that lead be not followed, we are
not likely to be far wrong in assuming that, if the un-
expected ability of the Japanese and the Chinese to defend
themselves against the " White Peril" means a " Yellow
Peril," that peril is certain to appear, A fully armed and
aggressive China is, however, still only a potentiality, and
may never become a reality if the Western Powers treat
China in a rational and sympathetic manner. The glory of
war is something which does not appeal to her people.

The militarism of Europe is one of its greatest curses,
and it is crushing the people under an ever-increasing load
of debt. If the result of contact with the
West has been to make militarism, with all its
attendant evils, a necessary part of Eastern
civilisation, it would have been better for it to have re-
mained isolated. Such a result would show that Western
civilisation rests on an altogether false foundation.

Men with any depth of religious feeling believe, with
the full intensity of personal conviction, that, when moral
motives come to weigh heavier with mankind than do
material desires, there will be no war, and therefore no need
for the great expenditure on armaments which is crushing
the countries of the West, and which is threatening those
of the East Religion, economics, and science all point to
the absurdity of the immense armaments which exist, but,
although at no period in the world's history has there been
so much talk about international peace, yet there has been no